@P;““ OF CONNECTICUT
g O

N House of Representatives

General Assembly File No. 242
Substitute House Bill No. 5312

February Session, 2018

House of Representatives, April 5, 2018

The Committee on Transportation reported through REP.
GUERRERA of the 29th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee
on the part of the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES REGARDING THE MOTOR
VEHICLE STATUTES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 14-15 of the general statutes is

N

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

|68}

(b) Each person, firm or corporation licensed under the provisions
of subsection (a) of this section or by another state, who in the opinion
of the commissioner is qualified, may electronically register or transfer
the registration of a motor vehicle used in connection with its business.

The licensee, within [five] ten days from the electronic issuance of such

O 00 N O U B

registration or transfer, shall submit to the commissioner an
10  application together with all necessary documents to register or
11  transfer the registration of the vehicle with the Department of Motor
12 Vehicles. Any such licensee that registers or transfers registration shall

13 be required to register or transfer registrations electronically if the
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commissioner determines that such licensee files with such
department, on average, seven or more such registrations or transfers
each month. The commissioner shall adopt regulations in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 54 to implement the provisions of this
subsection.

Sec. 2. Section 14-15d of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may require any person, firm
or corporation, who in the opinion of the commissioner is qualified
and who is engaged in the business of filing applications for the
issuance of a certificate of registration or a certificate of title for motor
vehicles with the Department of Motor Vehicles, to file such
applications electronically if the commissioner determines that such
person, firm or corporation files, on average, seven or more such
applications each month. A qualified person, firm or corporation shall,
within [five] ten days from the electronic issuance of such registration,
submit to the commissioner an application together with all necessary
documents required to register the vehicle with the department. The
commissioner shall adopt regulations in accordance with the

provisions of chapter 54 to implement the provisions of this section.

Sec. 3. Subsection (a) of section 14-16 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(@) A motor vehicle registration expires upon transfer of ownership
of the motor vehicle. [The person in whose name the motor vehicle is
registered shall return to the commissioner, within twenty-four hours
of the motor vehicle's transfer, the certificate of registration, the
number plate or plates issued for the vehicle together with a written
notice, subject to the penalties of false statement, containing the date
that ownership of the vehicle was transferred and the name, residence
and post-office address of the owner. The following statement shall
appear directly above the space provided for the signature of the
person filing the form: "I declare under the penalties of false statement
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that this notice has been examined by me and to the best of my
knowledge and belief is complete, and the statements made herein are
true and correct."] The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall enter

such expiration in the records of the Department of Motor Vehicles

only when the transferor cancels his or her registration for such motor

vehicle in accordance with procedures established by the

commissioner or when the transferee reregisters such motor vehicle

with the department, whichever occurs first.

Sec. 4. Subsection (d) of section 14-18 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(d) All number plates shall be the property of the state and no title
therein shall pass to any person registering a motor vehicle under the
provisions of this chapter. The owner of any registered motor vehicle
which is not reregistered at the end of a registration period shall,
within ten days, cancel such registration in accordance with

procedures established by the commissioner and may return the

number plates [thereof] to the commissioner. Any person who sells a
motor vehicle pursuant to section 14-150 or 49-61 shall, within ten days
of such sale, return to the commissioner any number plates displayed
on the vehicle or which come into such person's possession in
connection with such sale. When the commissioner issues a new type
of number plate for use by all persons registering motor vehicles, the
obsolete number plates shall become the property of the registrant
upon the expiration date.

Sec. 5. Subsections (t) to (aa), inclusive, of section 14-49 of the

general statutes are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

(t) For the registration of each camper, the commissioner shall
charge a biennial fee of [sixty-two dollars. On and after July 1, 2011,
the fee shall be] seventy-five dollars. [The commissioner shall refund
one-half of the registration fee for any camper registration when the
number plate or plates and registration certificate are returned with
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one year or more remaining until the expiration of such registration.]
(u) Repealed by P.A. 85-81.

(v) There shall be charged for each motor vehicle adult or youth
instruction permit or renewal thereof a fee of nineteen dollars. There
shall be charged for each motorcycle instruction permit or renewal

thereof a fee of sixteen dollars.

(w) In addition to the fee established for the issuance of motor
vehicle number plates and except as provided in subsection (a) of
section 14-21b and subsection (c) of section 14-253a, there shall be an
additional safety fee of five dollars charged at the time of issuance of
any reflectorized safety number plate or set of plates. All moneys
derived from said safety fee shall be deposited in the Special
Transportation Fund.

(x) For the registration of each high-mileage vehicle, the
commissioner shall charge a fee of [thirty-nine dollars for each year or
part thereof. On and after July 1, 2011, the fee shall be] forty-seven
dollars.

(v) For each special use registration for a period of thirty days or
less, the fee shall be twenty-one dollars.

(z) The commissioner shall assess a ten-dollar late fee for renewal of
a motor vehicle registration in the event a registrant fails to renew his
or her registration within five days after the expiration of such
registration, except that no such fee shall be assessed for the late
renewal of the registration, pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection
(m) of this section, of (1) a trailer used exclusively for camping or any
other recreational purpose, or (2) a motor vehicle designed or
permanently altered in such a way as to provide living quarters for
travel or camping. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection,
if a registrant who is required to register a motor vehicle under section
14-34a fails to renew such registration not later than five days after the

expiration date of such registration, the commissioner shall assess a
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late fee of one hundred fifty dollars.

[(aa) The commissioner shall refund one-half of the registration fee
for any motor vehicle when the number plate or plates and registration
certificate are returned on or after July 1, 2004, with one year or more

remaining until the expiration of such registration.]

Sec. 6. Section 14-49b of the 2018 supplement to the general statutes
is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(a) For each new registration or renewal of registration of any motor
vehicle with the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles pursuant to this
chapter, the person registering such vehicle shall pay to the
commissioner a fee of ten dollars for registration for a biennial period
and five dollars for registration for an annual period, except that any
individual who is sixty-five years of age or older on or after January 1,
1994, may, at the discretion of such individual, pay the fee for either a
one-year or two-year period. The provisions of this subsection shall
not apply to any motor vehicle that is not self-propelled, that is
electrically powered, or that is exempted from payment of a
registration fee. This fee may be identified as the "federal Clean Air Act
fee" on any registration form provided by the commissioner. Payments
collected pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be deposited
as follows: (1) Fifty-seven and one-half per cent of such payments
collected shall be deposited into the Special Transportation Fund
established pursuant to section 13b-68, and (2) forty-two and one-half
per cent of such payments collected shall be deposited into the General
Fund. The fee required by this subsection is in addition to any other
fees prescribed by any other provision of this title for the registration
of a motor vehicle. [No part of the federal Clean Air Act fee shall be

subject to a refund under subsection (aa) of section 14-49.]

(b) For each new registration or renewal of registration of any motor
vehicle with the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles pursuant to this
chapter, the person registering such vehicle shall pay to the

commissioner a fee of ten dollars for registration for a biennial period
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for the following registration types: Passenger, motorcycle, motor
home, combination or antique. Any person who is sixty-five years or
older and who obtains a one-year registration renewal under section

14-49, as amended by this act, for such registration type shall pay five

dollars for the annual registration period. The provisions of this
subsection shall not apply to any motor vehicle that is not self-
propelled or that is exempted from payment of a registration fee. This
fee shall be identified as the "Passport to the Parks Fee" on any
registration form provided by the commissioner. Payments collected
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection shall be deposited in the
Passport to the Parks account established pursuant to section 23-15h.
The fee required by this subsection is in addition to any other fees
prescribed by any other provision of this title for the registration of a
motor vehicle. [No part of the "Passport to the Parks Fee" shall be
subject to a refund under subsection (aa) of section 14-49.]

Sec. 7. Subsection (f) of section 13b-59 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(f) "Motor vehicle receipts" means all fees and other charges
required by or levied pursuant to subsection (c) of section 14-12,

section 14-15, as amended by this act, subsection (a) of section 14-25a,

section 14-28, subsection (b) of section 14-35, subsection (b) of section
14-41, [section] sections 14-41a, [subsection (b) of section 14-44,
sections] 14-47 and 14-48b, subsection (a) of section 14-49, subdivision
(1) of subsection (b) of section 14-49, except as provided under
subdivision (2) of subsection (b) of said section, subsections (c), (d), (e),
®, (2, (), () (&, 1), (M), @), ©), @) @ © O (W] (), () and
[(aa)] (z) of section 14-49, section 14-49a, [subsections] subsection (a)
[and (g)] of section 14-50, subdivisions (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6) and (10)
of subsection (a) of section 14-50a, sections 14-59, 14-61, as amended by

this act, and 14-65, subsection (c) of section 14-66, subsection (e) of
section 14-67, [subsection (f) of section] sections 14-67a, [sections] 14-
67d, 14-160 and 14-381, and subsection [(b)] (c) of section 14-382;
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Sec. 8. Subsection (a) of section 14-58 of the 2018 supplement to the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

(a) Each new car dealer, used car dealer or repairer before engaging
in such business shall make a separate sworn application to the
commissioner for a license to engage in such business in each place of
business conducted by such dealer. The application shall include any
information that may be required by the commissioner on blanks to be
furnished by said commissioner. Each application shall be
accompanied by a fee of one hundred forty dollars for each place of
business conducted by the applicant, together with the fee for the type
of license for which the applicant is making application, and such fee
or fees shall not be subject to prorating and shall not be subject to
refund. No such license shall be transferable. When such licensee adds
buildings or [adjacent] abutting land to such licensee's licensed place
of business, the commissioner may require the licensee to furnish
satisfactory evidence of compliance with the provisions of section 14-
54, or with other applicable provisions of law, administered by the
municipality wherein such business is located, concerning building or
zoning requirements. When a change of officers of a corporation
engaged in such business is made, a notice of the change shall be sent
to the commissioner within a period of fifteen days from the date of
the change. The commissioner may suspend the license of any
corporation, after notice and hearing, when the newly appointed or
elected officers cannot be considered as qualified to conduct the

business as provided in section 14-51.

Sec. 9. Subsection (a) of section 14-61 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(@) Any dealer licensed under the provisions of this subpart who in
the opinion of the commissioner is qualified and sells or trades a
passenger motor vehicle, motorcycle, camper, camp trailer, commercial

trailer, service bus, school bus or truck to a transferee who holds a
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current registration certificate for a passenger motor vehicle,
motorcycle, camper, camp trailer, commercial trailer, service bus,
school bus or truck registered in this state may issue a sixty-day
temporary transfer of such registration to the vehicle transferred. The
commissioner shall charge such dealer a fee of ten dollars for each new
temporary dealer transfer form furnished for the purposes of this
section. No dealer may make such temporary transfer of a registration
unless the transferee surrenders the current registration certificate to
the dealer indicating the disposition of the vehicle described thereon in
the space provided on the reverse side of such certificate and unless
the transferee is eighteen years of age or older. The dealer shall, within
[five] ten days from the issuance of such temporary registration,
submit to the commissioner an application together with all necessary
documents for a permanent registration for the vehicle transferred. No
such temporary registration may be issued if (1) the transferred
passenger motor vehicle, motorcycle, camper, camp trailer, commercial
trailer, service bus, school bus or truck is used and was not previously
registered in this state, unless the inspection requirements of section
14-12 have been met, (2) such motor vehicle is ten or more years old,
unless the inspection requirements of section 14-16a have been met, or
(3) such motor vehicle has been declared a total loss by an insurance
company, unless the inspection requirements of section 14-103a have
been met.

Sec. 10. Section 14-61b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may permit any licensed
motor vehicle dealer or repairer to maintain, in an electronic format
prescribed by the commissioner, all records, documents and forms
required by the Department of Motor Vehicles. Such records,
documents and forms shall be produced in written format, upon
request by the department, during the licensee's business hours on the
same day of such request. A violation of this section shall be an

infraction.

sHB5312 / File No. 242 8
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Sec. 11. Subsection (f) of section 14-62 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(f) The provisions of subsection (d) of this section shall not apply to
the sale of any used motor vehicle by a new car dealer to a person, firm
or corporation which, pursuant to a lease contract option, purchases
such vehicle at the end of the lease term provided (1) such vehicle is
registered in this state in accordance with the provisions of section 14-

12, (2) the certificate of title for such vehicle is in the possession of a

lessor licensed under the provisions of section 14-15, as amended by
this act, (3) subsequent to such sale, such vehicle is registered in the
name of the prior lessee, and (4) such dealer obtains the certificate of
title from such lessor and transmits all necessary documents and fees
to the commissioner not later than [five] ten days following the

issuance of a motor vehicle registration for such vehicle.

Sec. 12. Section 14-66b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

Each owner of a wrecker registered pursuant to subsection (c) of
section 14-66 shall keep and maintain a record stating the following
information: (1) The registration number of each motor vehicle towed
or transported and the registration number of each wrecker used to
tow or transport such motor vehicle; (2) the date and time the tow
commenced and was completed; (3) the location from which the
disabled motor vehicle was towed and the destination of such tow; (4)
the mileage of the wrecker at the commencement and completion of
the tow; (5) the charge for tow service and any other charges incurred
for services related to such tow; (6) the name and address of the person
requesting tow service; and (7) any other information the
commissioner deems necessary, specified in regulations adopted in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54. Such records shall be
retained at the place of business of the wrecker service for a period of
two years and shall be available for inspection during regular business
hours by any law enforcement officer or inspector designated by the

sHB5312 / File No. 242 9
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Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. Each owner of a wrecker shall also
keep and maintain copies of any written contracts with owners or
lessees of property authorizing the towing or removal of motor
vehicles from the property of such owner or lessee, or with lending
institutions repossessing any motor vehicles, as provided in section 14-
145, and such contracts shall be available for inspection by motor
vehicle owners, agents of the owners, or lending institutions, upon
request. The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may permit any licensed
motor vehicle dealer or repairer who operates a wrecker service to
maintain, in an electronic format prescribed by the commissioner, all
records, documents and forms required by the Department of Motor
Vehicles. Such records, documents and forms shall be produced in
written format, upon request by the department, during the licensee's
business hours on the same day of such request. Any person who
violates any provision of this section shall be deemed to have
committed an infraction.

Sec. 13. Subsection (i) of section 14-111 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(i) (1) Whenever any person has been convicted of any violation of
section 14-110, 14-147, 14-215, 14-222 or 14-224 and such person's
license has been suspended by the commissioner, such person may
make application to the commissioner for the reversal or reduction of
the term of such suspension. Such application shall be in writing and
shall state specifically the reasons why such applicant believes that the
applicant is entitled to such reversal or reduction. The commissioner
shall consider each such application and the applicant's driver control
record, as defined in section 14-111h, and may grant a hearing to the
applicant in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54 and section
14-4a.

(2) Any person whose license has been revoked in accordance with
subparagraph (C) of subdivision (3) of subsection (g) of section 14-227a
or subparagraph (C) of subdivision (3) of subsection (c) of section 14-

sHB5312 / File No. 242 10
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227m may, at any time after two years from the date of such
revocation, request a hearing before the commissioner, conducted in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, and the provisions of
subdivision (1) of this subsection for reversal or reduction of such
revocation. The commissioner shall require such person to provide
evidence that any reversal or reduction of such revocation shall not
endanger the public safety or welfare. Such evidence shall include, but
not be limited to, proof that such person has; [successfully] (A)
Successfully completed an alcohol or drug education and treatment
program [and proof that such person has] subsequent to such person's

most recent conviction or privilege suspension for an offense related to

alcohol, controlled substances or drugs, (B) not been convicted of or

had a suspension of his or her operating privilege for any offense

related to alcohol, controlled substances or drugs during the preceding

two years, and (C) has not operated a motor vehicle during the

previous two years. The commissioner shall require any person, as a
condition of granting such reversal or reduction, to install and
maintain an approved ignition interlock device, in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (i) of section 14-227a. The approved ignition
interlock device shall be installed and maintained for any period
during the lifetime of such person in which such person owns or
operates a motor vehicle, except that such person may, at any time
after fifteen years from the date the commissioner grants such reversal
or reduction, request a hearing before the commissioner, conducted in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to remove such ignition
interlock device. The commissioner may authorize the removal of such
ignition interlock device, for good cause shown, after such fifteen-year
period and such hearing. The commissioner may adopt regulations, in
accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to establish standards to
implement the provisions of this section.

Sec. 14. Section 14-111e of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

(@) (1) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall suspend, for a

period of one hundred fifty days, the motor vehicle operator's license

sHB5312 / File No. 242 11
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or nonresident operating privilege of any person [under the age of

twenty-one] who has been convicted of a violation of section 30-88a

involving the misuse of an operator's license and who was under the

age of twenty-one at the time of such violation.

(2) The commissioner shall suspend, for a period of sixty days, the
motor vehicle operator's license or nonresident operating privilege of
any person [under the age of twenty-one] who has been convicted of a
violation of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of section 30-89,
subsection (a) of section 21a-279a or subsection (d) of section 21a-267

and who was under the age of twenty-one at the time of such violation.

(3) The commissioner shall suspend, for a period of thirty days, the
motor vehicle operator's license or nonresident operating privilege of
any person [under the age of twenty-one] who has been convicted of a
violation of subdivision (2) of subsection (b) of section 30-89 and who

was under the age of twenty-one at the time of such violation.

(b) [Any person under the age of twenty-one who has not been
issued a motor vehicle operator's license under section 14-36 and] The

commissioner shall not issue a new motor vehicle operator's license

under the provisions of section 14-36 to any person who has been

convicted of a violation of section 30-88a or section 30-89, subsection
(e) of section 1-1h, subsection (a) of section 21a-279a or subsection (d)
of section 21a-267 [shall not be issued a new operator's license by the

commissioner under section 14-36] and who was under the age of

twenty-one at the time of such violation until a period of one hundred
tiftty days has elapsed from the date all applicable requirements for any
such license have been satisfied by [the applicant] such person.

Sec. 15. Section 14-180 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

If a dealer buys a vehicle and [holds it for resale and procures] has
(1) obtained the certificate of title from the owner or the lienholder or

[submits] (2) submitted a statement on a form prescribed by the

commissioner in accordance with subsection (a) of section 14-171 [, the

sHB5312 / File No. 242 12
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dealer need not send] and an ownership transfer document prescribed

by the commissioner, such dealer may resell such vehicle without

sending the certificate or form and transfer document to the
commissioner. [but, upon] Upon transferring the vehicle to another
person other than by the creation of a security interest, such dealer
shall promptly execute the assignment and warranty of title by a

dealer, showing the [names and addresses] name and address of the

transferee or each transferee, if more than one, and of any lienholder

holding a security interest created or reserved at the time of the resale
and the date of such lienholder's security agreement, in the spaces
provided [therefor] on the certificate or [as the commissioner

prescribes] the form and ownership transfer document, and mail or

deliver the certificate or [statement] form and ownership transfer

document to the commissioner with the transferee's application for a

new certificate.

Sec. 16. Section 14-276 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2018):

(a) Registered school buses while transporting school children shall
be operated by holders of a valid passenger and school endorsement

issued in accordance with section 14-44, as amended by this act. Such

endorsement shall be held in addition to the commercial driver's
license required for the operation of such motor vehicles. A person
who has attained the age of seventy shall be allowed to hold a
passenger and school endorsement for the purpose of operating a
school bus, provided such person meets the minimum physical
requirements set by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles and agrees to
submit to a physical examination at least twice a year or when
requested to do so by the superintendent of the school system in which
such person intends to operate a school bus. Any person to whom a
town has awarded a contract for the transportation of school children
who permits the operation of a registered school bus while
transporting school children by any person who does not hold a
passenger and school endorsement shall be fined not less than two
thousand five hundred dollars or more than five thousand dollars.

sHB5312 / File No. 242 13
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(b) Not less than [twice per] once during the first and third week of

each month, a carrier shall review the report made by the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, in accordance with the provisions of

subsection (h) of section 14-44, as amended by this act, with reference

to the name and motor vehicle operator's license number of each
person such carrier employs to operate a school bus, as defined in
section 14-275, or a student transportation vehicle, as defined in section
14-212. If, according to such report, any such employee's motor vehicle
operator's license or endorsement to operate a school bus or student
transportation vehicle has been withdrawn, suspended or revoked,
such carrier shall immediately prohibit such employee from operating

a school bus or student transportation vehicle.

(c) Any carrier who fails to review the report made by the
commissioner, pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, shall be
subject to a civil penalty of one thousand dollars for the first violation,
and two thousand five hundred dollars for each subsequent violation.

Any carrier who fails to [remove as an operator] take immediate action

to prohibit the operation of a school bus or student transportation

vehicle by an operator who appears on a report, pursuant to

subsection (b) of this section, [not later than forty-eight hours after
reviewing such report, any employee whose motor vehicle operator's
license or endorsement to operate a school bus or student
transportation vehicle has been withdrawn, suspended or revoked,]
shall be subject to a civil penalty of two thousand five hundred dollars
for the first violation, and five thousand dollars for each subsequent
violation. Upon appropriate justification presented to the
commissioner by any carrier, the commissioner may make a

determination to reduce any such penalty.

Sec. 17. Subsection (c) of section 14-279 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July
1, 2018):

(c) Upon receipt of a written report from any school bus operator or
an evidence file from a live digital video school bus violation detection

sHB5312 / File No. 242 14
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monitoring system, as defined in section 14-279a, specifying the license
plate number, color and type of any vehicle observed by such operator
or recorded by a camera affixed to such school bus violating any
provision of subsection (a) of this section and the date, approximate
time and location of such violation, a police officer shall issue [a
written warning or] a summons to the owner of any such vehicle. A
photographic or digital still or video image that clearly shows the
license plate number of a vehicle violating any provision of subsection
(a) of this section shall be sufficient proof of the identity of such vehicle

for purposes of subsection (b) of section 14-107.

Sec. 18. Section 38a-343a of the 2018 supplement to the general
statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective October 1, 2018):

(@) (1) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles may require each
insurer that issues policies in this state to notify said commissioner
monthly, on a date specified by said commissioner, of the cancellation
and addition by the insurer of all such policies that occurred during
the preceding month. Such notice shall include the name of the named
insured in the policy, the policy number, the vehicle identification
number of each automobile covered by the policy and the effective
date of the policy's cancellation or addition. Said commissioner shall
specify an acceptable method of notification. The method of
notification specified may include computer tapes or electronic

transmission.

(2) Said commissioner may require each insurer that issues policies
in this state to provide monthly, on a date specified by said
commissioner, the policy information required for purposes of the
Online Insurance Verification System, as provided in section 14-112a.

(3) The failure of an insurer to comply with the requirements of this
section shall not affect the cancellation of any policy.

(b) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles shall receive or accept all
notices of policy cancellation or addition or all policy information from

sHB5312 / File No. 242 15
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insurers, as required pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. Said
commissioner shall review and analyze the cancellation and addition
data or policy information submitted, together with such other
information as said commissioner may obtain from the insurers, from
the records of the Department of Motor Vehicles, or from any other
public or private agency or firm in possession of relevant information,
for the purpose of determining whether any registered owner
identified in any such notice has failed to continuously maintain
insurance coverage in violation of sections 14-12c and 38a-371. In
conducting such an inquiry to determine insured status, said
commissioner may contact registered vehicle owners by mail and
require that such mail inquiries be answered in not less than thirty
days, in a satisfactory manner containing such information and
verification of insurance coverage as said commissioner deems

necessary and acceptable.

Sec. 19. Section 12-71b of the 2018 supplement to the general statutes

is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective

from passage):

(a) Any person who owns a motor vehicle which is not registered
with the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles on the first day of October in
any assessment year and which is registered subsequent to said first
day of October but prior to the first day of August in such assessment
year shall be liable for the payment of property tax with respect to
such motor vehicle in the town where such motor vehicle is subject to
property tax, in an amount as hereinafter provided, on the first day of
January immediately subsequent to the end of such assessment year.
The property tax payable with respect to such motor vehicle on said
first day of January shall be in the amount which would be payable if
such motor vehicle had been entered in the taxable list of the town
where such motor vehicle is subject to property tax on the first day of
October in such assessment year if such registration occurs prior to the
first day of November. If such registration occurs on or after the first
day of November but prior to the first day of August in such

assessment year, such tax shall be a pro rata portion of the amount of

sHB5312 / File No. 242 16
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tax payable if such motor vehicle had been entered in the taxable list of
such town on October first in such assessment year to be determined
(1) by a ratio, the numerator of which shall be the number of months
from the date of such registration, including the month in which
registration occurs, to the first day of October next succeeding and the
denominator of which shall be twelve or (2) upon the affirmative vote
of the legislative body of the municipality, by a ratio the numerator of
which shall be the number of days from the date of such registration,
including the day on which the registration occurs, to the first day of
October next succeeding and the denominator of which shall be three
hundred sixty-five. For purposes of this section the term "assessment
year' means the period of twelve full months commencing with

October first each year.

(b) Whenever any person who owns a motor vehicle which has been
entered in the taxable list of the town where such motor vehicle is
subject to property tax in any assessment year and who, subsequent to
the first day of October in such assessment year but prior to the first
day of August in such assessment year, replaces such motor vehicle
with another motor vehicle, hereinafter referred to as the replacement
vehicle, which vehicle may be in a different classification for purposes
of registration than the motor vehicle replaced, and provided one of
the following conditions is applicable with respect to the motor vehicle
replaced: (1) The unexpired registration of the motor vehicle replaced
is transferred to the replacement vehicle, (2) the motor vehicle replaced
was stolen or totally damaged and proof concerning such theft or total
damage is submitted to the assessor in such town or (3) the motor
vehicle replaced is sold by such person within forty-five days
immediately prior to or following the date on which such person
acquires the replacement vehicle, such person shall be liable for the
payment of property tax with respect to the replacement vehicle in the
town in which the motor vehicle replaced is subject to property tax, in
an amount as hereinafter provided, on the first day of January
immediately subsequent to the end of such assessment year. If the
replacement vehicle is replaced by such person with another motor
vehicle prior to the first day of August in such assessment year, the
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replacement vehicle shall be subject to property tax as provided in this
subsection and such other motor vehicle replacing the replacement
vehicle, or any motor vehicle replacing such other motor vehicle in
such assessment year, shall be deemed to be the replacement vehicle
for purposes of this subsection and shall be subject to property tax as
provided herein. The property tax payable with respect to the
replacement vehicle on said first day of January shall be the amount by
which (A) is in excess of (B) as follows: (A) The property tax which
would be payable if the replacement vehicle had been entered in the
taxable list of the town in which the motor vehicle replaced is subject
to property tax on the first day of October in such assessment year if
such registration occurs prior to the first day of November, however if
such registration occurs on or after the first day of November but prior
to the first day of August in such assessment year, such tax shall be a
pro rata portion of the amount of tax payable if such motor vehicle had
been entered in the taxable list of such town on October first in such
assessment year to be determined by a ratio, the numerator of which
shall be the number of months from the date of such registration,
including the month in which registration occurs, to the first day of
October next succeeding and the denominator of which shall be
twelve, provided if such person, on said first day of October, was
entitled to any exemption under section 12-81 which was allowed in
the assessment of the motor vehicle replaced, such exemption shall be
allowed for purposes of determining the property tax payable with
respect to the replacement vehicle as provided herein; (B) the property
tax payable by such person with respect to the motor vehicle replaced,
provided if the replacement vehicle is registered subsequent to the
thirty-first day of October but prior to the first day of August in such
assessment year such property tax payable with respect to the motor
vehicle replaced shall, for purposes of the computation herein, be
deemed to be a pro rata portion of such property tax to be prorated in
the same manner as the amount of tax determined under (A) above.

(c) Any person who owns a commercial motor vehicle which has
been temporarily registered at any time during any assessment year
and which has not during such period been entered in the taxable list

sHB5312 / File No. 242 18
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of any town in the state for purposes of the property tax and with
respect to which no permanent registration has been issued during
such period, shall be liable for the payment of property tax with
respect to such motor vehicle in the town where such motor vehicle is
subject to property tax on the first day of January immediately
following the end of such assessment year, in an amount as hereinafter
provided. The property tax payable shall be in the amount which
would be payable if such motor vehicle had been entered in the taxable
list of the town where such motor vehicle is subject to property tax on

the first day of October in such assessment year.

(d) Any motor vehicle subject to property tax as provided in this
section shall, except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this
section, be subject to such property tax in the town in which such
motor vehicle was last registered in the assessment year ending
immediately preceding the day on which such property tax is payable

as provided in this section.

(e) Whenever any motor vehicle subject to property tax as provided
in this section has been replaced by the owner with another motor
vehicle in the assessment year immediately preceding the day on
which such property tax is payable, each such motor vehicle shall be

subject to property tax as provided in this section.

(f) Upon receipt by the assessor in any town of notice from the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, in a manner as prescribed by said
commissioner, with respect to any motor vehicle subject to property
tax in accordance with the provisions of this section and which has not
been entered in the taxable grand list of such town, such assessor shall
determine the value of such motor vehicle for purposes of property tax
assessment and shall add such value to the taxable grand list in such
town for the immediately preceding assessment date and the tax
thereon shall be levied and collected by the tax collector. Such property
tax shall be payable not later than the first day of February following
the first day of January on which the owner of such motor vehicle
becomes liable for the payment of property tax with respect to such
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motor vehicle in accordance with the provisions of this section, subject
to any determination in accordance with section 12-142 that such tax
shall be due and payable in installments. Said owner may appeal the
assessment of such motor vehicle, as determined by the assessor in
accordance with this subsection, to the board of assessment appeals
next succeeding the date on which the tax based on such assessment is
payable, and thereafter, to the Superior Court as provided in section
12-117a. If the amount of such tax is reduced upon appeal, the portion
thereof which has been paid in excess of the amount determined to be

due upon appeal shall be refunded to said owner.

(g) Any motor vehicle which is not registered in this state shall be
subject to property tax in this state if such motor vehicle in the normal
course of operation most frequently leaves from and returns to or
remains in one or more points within this state, and such motor vehicle
shall be subject to such property tax in the town within which such
motor vehicle in the normal course of operation most frequently leaves
from and returns to or remains, provided when the owner of such
motor vehicle is a resident in any town in the state, it shall be
presumed that such motor vehicle most frequently leaves from and
returns to or remains in such town unless evidence, satisfactory to the

assessor in such town, is submitted to the contrary.

[(h) If the assessor in any town determines that a motor vehicle that
is not registered in this state is subject to property tax pursuant to
subsection (g) of this section, such assessor shall make a reasonable
effort to provide information regarding such motor vehicle's out-of-
state registration to the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. After receipt
of such information, the commissioner shall make a reasonable effort
to provide such assessor with information regarding such motor
vehicle's make, model, model year, vehicle identification number and
the name and mailing address of the registered owner of such motor
vehicle. Such assessor shall (1) determine the value of such motor
vehicle for purposes of property tax assessment if the information
provided by the commissioner is sufficient to make such a

determination, and (2) add such value to the taxable grand list in such
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town for the immediately preceding assessment date. The tax thereon
shall be levied, collected and payable and may be appealed, in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (f) of this section. One per
cent of such collected tax shall be paid by the town into the Special
Transportation Fund, established pursuant to section 13b-68, to fund
the administrative costs associated with the registration of motor

vehicles registered out of state.]

Sec. 20. Subsection (h) of section 14-44 of the 2018 supplement to the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(h) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 14-10, the
commissioner shall furnish to any board of education or to any public
or private organization that is actively engaged in providing public
transportation, including the transportation of school children, a report
containing the names and motor vehicle operator license numbers of
each person who has been issued an operator's license with one or
more public passenger endorsements, authorizing such person to
transport passengers in accordance with the provisions of section 14-
36a, but whose license or any such public passenger endorsement has
been withdrawn, suspended or revoked by the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles in accordance with the provisions of this section, or
any other provision of this title. The report shall be issued and updated
periodically in accordance with a schedule to be established by the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles. Such report may be transmitted or
otherwise made available to authorized recipients by electronic means.
[The commissioner shall ensure that each carrier, as defined in section
14-212, is reviewing such report, pursuant to section 14-276, by (1)
conducting random compliance audits of carriers to determine
whether a carrier is performing such review as prescribed by said
section 14-276, (2) maintaining a record of each such review by a
carrier for the prior two years, and (3) making such record publicly
available upon request.]

Sec. 21. Section 14-145 of the 2018 supplement to the general statutes
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is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2018):

(@) (1) An owner or lessee of private property, or his or her agent,
may remove or cause to be removed, or may use a wheel-locking
device to render immovable, any motor vehicle left without
authorization on such property in accordance with the provisions of
this section and sections 14-145a to 14-145c, inclusive, provided any
owner or lessee of private commercial property, or his or her agent,
shall install conspicuous signage stating that motor vehicles left
without authorization on such private commercial property may be
removed or rendered immovable and indicating where such motor
vehicle will be stored, how the vehicle may be redeemed and any costs

or fees that may be charged.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this
subsection, an owner or lessee of private commercial property or such
owner or lessee's agent may tow any motor vehicle left without
authorization on such property and no signage warning of such
towing shall be required to be installed by such owner or lessee if such
motor vehicle is left (A) in a space reserved, as required in section 14-
253a, for exclusive use by persons who are blind and persons with
disabilities and such vehicle does not bear a removable windshield
placard or special license plate, as defined in section 14-253a, (B) in an
area reserved for authorized emergency vehicles, (C) within ten feet of
a fire hydrant, as provided in section 14-251, (D) blocking building
access, (E) blocking entry or exit from such property, or (F) for forty-
eight or more hours.

(3) A lending institution may repossess any motor vehicle, in
accordance with the provisions of section 36a-785, by contracting with
a wrecker licensed under section 14-66 or an entity exempt from such
licensure, as provided in subsection (f) of section 14-66, to tow or
otherwise remove such motor vehicle in accordance with the
provisions of this section and sections 14-145a to 14-145c, inclusive. In
the case of a repossession, no signage as described in subdivision (1) of
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this subsection shall be required.

(4) This section shall not apply to law enforcement, fire-fighting,
rescue, ambulance or emergency vehicles which are marked as such, or
to motor vehicles left without authorization on property leased by any

governmental agency.

(b) (1) (A) When an unauthorized motor vehicle is towed or
otherwise removed by a wrecker licensed under section 14-66, or a
repossessed motor vehicle is towed or otherwise removed by a
wrecker or an exempt entity, the licensee or operator of the wrecker or
the exempt entity shall notify the local police department of the tow or
removal within two hours. Such notification shall be submitted, in
writing, or transmitted by facsimile or electronic mail and the record of
such notification shall be retained by such licensee, operator or exempt

entity in accordance with the provisions of section 14-66b.

(B) No such licensee, operator or exempt entity may charge a
storage fee for an unauthorized or repossessed motor vehicle for the
time it is stored prior to notification of the local police department by
the licensee, operator or exempt entity. If such motor vehicle is not
claimed within forty-eight hours, the licensee or operator of the
wrecker or of the garage where such motor vehicle is stored or the
exempt entity shall immediately complete a notice of such tow, on a
form prescribed by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, and mail a
copy of such form by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the
owner and all lienholders of record. If the motor vehicle is not claimed
by its owner within the time period specified in subsection (e) of
section 14-150, the licensee or operator of the wrecker or of the garage
where such motor vehicle is stored or the exempt entity may dispose
of such motor vehicle in accordance with the provisions of subsection

(e) and subsections (g) to (j), inclusive, of section 14-150.

(2) (A) When an unauthorized motor vehicle is rendered immovable
through use of a wheel-locking device by an owner or lessee of private
property or his or her agent, such owner, lessee or agent shall notify
the local police department of such action within two hours. Such
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notification shall be submitted in writing or transmitted by facsimile or
electronic mail. The record of such notification shall be retained by
such owner, lessee or agent at the private property upon which such
action took place, for a period of not less than six months and shall be
available for inspection during regular business hours by any sworn
member of the local police department or law enforcement officer or

inspector designated by the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles.

(B) No owner, lessee or agent may charge a fee to remove a wheel-
locking device prior to notification of the local police department. The
fee charged to remove a wheel-locking device may not be more than
tiftty dollars. The person claiming the motor vehicle may choose to pay
such fee in cash, by check or by debit or credit card. Ten per cent of
such fee shall be remitted to the local police department by the owner,
lessee or agent. If such motor vehicle is not claimed within forty-eight
hours after being rendered immovable, the owner, lessee or agent shall
immediately complete a notice that such motor vehicle has been
rendered immovable, on a form prescribed by the commissioner, and
mail a copy of such form by certified mail, return receipt requested, to
the owner of such motor vehicle and all lienholders of record. If the
motor vehicle is not claimed by its owner within the time period
specified in subsection (e) of section 14-150, the owner, lessee or agent
may dispose of such motor vehicle in accordance with the provisions

of subsection (e) and subsections (g) to (j), inclusive, of section 14-150.

(3) The local police department, not later than forty-eight hours after
receiving notification of a tow or removal of an unauthorized motor
vehicle pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection, or use of a
wheel-locking device pursuant to subdivision (2) of this subsection,
shall enter the vehicle identification number into the National Crime
Information Center database and the Connecticut On-Line Law
Enforcement Communications Teleprocessing System to determine
whether such motor vehicle has been reported as stolen. If such motor
vehicle has been reported as stolen, the local police department shall
immediately notify the department that reported the vehicle as stolen.
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(c) The commissioner may adopt regulations, in accordance with the
provisions of chapter 54, (1) specifying the circumstances under which
title to any motor vehicle towed or stored, or both, or rendered
immovable under this section may be transferred to any person, firm
or corporation towing, storing or rendering immovable such vehicle,
and (2) establishing the procedure whereby such person, firm or

corporation may obtain title to such motor vehicle.

(d) No owner or lessee of private property, or his or her agent, shall

issue a parking citation by written warning, posted signage or other

means to impose a monetary sanction on an owner of a motor vehicle

parked on such property.

[(d)] (e) Any person who violates any provision of this section shall,
for a first offense, be deemed to have committed an infraction and be
fined fifty dollars, and, for each subsequent offense, shall be fined not
less than fifty dollars and not more than one hundred dollars or

imprisoned not more than thirty days or be both fined and imprisoned.

Sec. 22. Section 52-557u of the 2018 supplement to the general
statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective October 1, 2018):

(a) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, a person
who enters the passenger motor vehicle of another, including entry by
force, to remove a child or animal from the passenger motor vehicle
shall have an affirmative defense against any civil damages or criminal
penalties resulting from the acts or omissions by such person in
removing the child or animal from the passenger motor vehicle, if such

person:

(1) Has a reasonable belief, at the time such person enters the
passenger motor vehicle, that such entry is necessary to remove the

child or animal from imminent danger of serious bodily injury;

(2) Uses no more force than reasonably necessary under the

circumstances to enter the passenger motor vehicle to remove the child
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or animal from imminent danger of serious bodily injury based upon

the circumstances known by such person at the time;

(3) Reports the entry and the circumstances surrounding such entry
to a law enforcement agency or other public safety agency within a
reasonable period of time after entering the passenger motor vehicle;

and

(4) Takes reasonable steps to ensure the safety, health and well-
being of the child or animal after removing the child or animal from

the passenger motor vehicle.

(b) The affirmative defense provided in subsection (a) of this section
shall not apply to acts or omissions constituting gross, wilful or

wanton negligence.

(c) Nothing in this section shall affect a person's civil liability if the
person attempts to render aid to the child or animal in addition to the

aid that is authorized under this section.

(d) The provisions of this section are not exclusive, and the
affirmative defense shall be in addition to any other defenses or
immunities provided by state or federal law or which are available
under common law.

(e) As used in this section, "passenger motor vehicle" has the same
meaning as provided in section 14-1 and "public safety agency" has the

same meaning as provided in section 28-25.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2018 14-15(b)

Sec. 2 July 1, 2018 14-15d

Sec. 3 July 1, 2018 14-16(a)

Sec. 4 July 1, 2018 14-18(d)

Sec. 5 July 1, 2018 14-49(t) to (aa)

Sec. 6 July 1, 2018 14-49b

Sec. 7 July 1, 2018 13b-59(f)
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Sec. 8 July 1, 2018 14-58(a)
Sec. 9 July 1, 2018 14-61(a)
Sec. 10 July 1, 2018 14-61b
Sec. 11 July 1, 2018 14-62(f)
Sec. 12 July 1, 2018 14-66b
Sec. 13 July 1, 2018 14-111(i)
Sec. 14 July 1, 2018 14-111e
Sec. 15 July 1, 2018 14-180
Sec. 16 July 1, 2018 14-276
Sec. 17 July 1, 2018 14-279(c)
Sec. 18 October 1, 2018 38a-343a
Sec. 19 from passage 12-71b
Sec. 20 from passage 14-44(h)
Sec. 21 October 1, 2018 14-145
Sec. 22 October 1, 2018 52-557u
TRA Joint Favorable Subst.
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members
of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do
not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In
general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s
professional knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis,

however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY19$ FY20$
Department of Motor Vehicles TF - Revenue $1 million | $1.3 million
Gain
Resources of the General Fund GF - Potential See Below See Below
Revenue Gain

Note: TF=Transportation Fund; GF=General Fund

Municipal Impact: None

Explanation

Sections 5 and 7 eliminate the requirement that the Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV) refund half of the registration fee to an
individual who cancels a registration more than one year before it
expires.  This is anticipated to result in a revenue gain of

approximately $1 million in FY 19 and $1.3 million annually.

Section 17 eliminates the option of a violator of this section receiving
a written warning. To the extent that violators are currently receiving
a written warning, the bill results in potential revenue gain from
additional fines. In FY 17, 1,920 violations received written summons
that resulted in 949 cases with fines totaling of $417,086.

Section 19 eliminates a requirement for the DMV to assist
municipalities in identifying vehicles owned by Connecticut residents
but registered out of state. To the extent that this makes it more
difficult for municipalities to identify such vehicles, the bill precludes
any revenue gain to municipalities and the Special Transportation
Fund that may have occurred as a result of assistance provided by
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DMV.

It should be noted that the other sections of the bill are technical or
do not have a fiscal impact.

The Out Years

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would

continue into the future subject to the revenue gains identified above.

Sources: Department of Motor Vehicles
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OLR Bill Analysis
sHB 5312

AN ACT CONCERNING RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES REGARDING THE MOTOR
VEHICLE STATUTES.

TABLE OF CONTENTS:
SUMMARY

881,2 9&11—TIMEFRAME FOR SUBMITTING VEHICLE
REGISTRATION AND TITLE DOCUMENTS TO DMV
Increases, from five to 10 days, the timeframe within which certain
entities that electronically file applications for motor vehicle
registrations and title certificates with DMV must subsequently
submit the applications and related documents to DMV

883 &4 — REGISTRATION CANCELLATIONS
Eliminates requirements to return license plates and other specified
documents to DMV when a motor vehicle is transferred or its
registration expires or is not renewed, and authorizes the DMV
commissioner to establish procedures for cancelling such
registrations

885 & 6 — SECOND YEAR REGISTRATION REFUNDS
Eliminates partial refunds for cancelling a registration with more
than one year remaining before it expires

8 7 — TECHNICAL CHANGES
Makes numerous technical and conforming changes

§ 8 — ADDITIONS TO PROPERTY OF CAR DEALERS AND CAR
REPAIRERS
Allows a licensed dealer or repairer to add abutting land, rather than
adjacent land, to its place of business without obtaining a certificate
of approval from local officials and an additional license from DMV

8810 & 12 — DEALER AND REPAIRER ELECTRONIC RECORDS
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Makes it an infraction for dealers and repairers to fail to produce
electronic records upon DMV’s request; allows repairers that operate
wrecker services to maintain records electronically

§ 13— LICENSE REVOCATION REVERSAL OR REDUCTION
Specifies and adds to the evidence a person whose license for DUI
has been revoked must provide to the DMV commissioner to have
the revocation reversed or reduced

8 14 — LICENSE SUSPENSION FOR MINORS CONVICTED OF
CERTAIN OFFENSES

Broadens who may be subject to laws related to license suspension
or delay in issuing a new license

§ 15— DOCUMENTS FOR VEHICLE RESALE
Modifies the documents that a dealer must submit to the
commissioner when it buys a vehicle for resale or transfers a vehicle

88 16 & 20 — SCHOOL BUS CARRIERS
Among other things, reduces the time carriers have to remove a bus
driver whose license has been suspended and eliminates a
requirement that DMV takes steps to ensure carriers are reviewing
suspended license reports

§ 17 — WARNINGS FOR PASSING SCHOOL BUS
Eliminates the explicit statutory authority to issue a warning to
drivers who pass a stopped school bus

§ 18 — NOTICE OF AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE POLICY ADDITIONS
T0 DMV
Authorizes the DMV commissioner to require automobile insurers to
notify him of any policies they add each month, which he may
already do for policy cancellations

§19 — INFORMATION PROVIDED TO TAX ASSESSORS ON OUT-OF-
STATE REGISTRATIONS
Eliminates a (1) procedure by which municipal tax assessors and the
DMV commissioner share information on vehicles that are subject to
property tax in Connecticut but registered in other states and (2)
requirement that municipalities remit 1% of the property tax
collected on such vehicles to the Special Transportation Fund (STF)

8§21 — PROHIBITION OF PRIVATE PARKING CITATIONS
Prohibits private property owners and lessees from issuing parking
tickets
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8§ 22 — AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE FOR ENTERING A VEHICLE TO

REMOVE AN ANIMAL

Under certain circumstances, provides an affirmative defense
against civil damage or criminal penalties to a person who enters a

vehicle to remove an animal

BACKGROUND

COMMENT
Contlicting provisions in §15

SUMMARY

This bill makes numerous unrelated changes in motor vehicle laws.

Among other things, the bill:

1. eliminates the requirement that the Department of Motor

Vehicles (DMV) refund half of the registration fee to someone

who cancels a registration more than one year before it expires

(88 5 & 6);

2. eliminates a procedure by which local tax assessors may receive

from DMV certain identifying information about certain

vehicles registered out-of-state in order to add the vehicles to

the municipality’s grand list (§ 19);

3. increases, from five to 10 days, the time within which certain

businesses (e.g., car dealers and car rental companies) must

submit certain documents to DMV (8§ 1, 2, 9, & 11);

4. prohibits private property owners from issuing parking tickets

(§ 21); and

5. imposes a penalty on dealers and repairers who do not produce

electronic records upon DMV’s request (§ 10).

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2018, unless otherwise noted below.

88 1, 2, 9 & 11 — TIMEFRAME FOR SUBMITTING VEHICLE

REGISTRATION AND TITLE DOCUMENTS TO DMV
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Increases, from five to 10 days, the timeframe within which certain entities that
electronically file applications for motor vehicle registrations and title certificates with
DMV must subsequently submit the applications and related documents to DMV

The bill increases, from five to 10 days, the timeframe within which
entities that electronically file applications for motor vehicle
registrations, transfers, or title certificates with DMV must
subsequently submit the applications and any necessary documents to
the commissioner. It applies to motor vehicle dealers, rental or leasing
companies, and registration services (i.e., people or companies whose
business is filing applications for motor vehicle registrations or title

certificates).

Under the bill, dealers issuing registrations for leased vehicles sold
at the end of a lease term to the current lessee must also submit any
necessary fees within 10 days, rather than five, as required under

current law.

88 3 & 4 — REGISTRATION CANCELLATIONS

Eliminates requirements to return license plates and other specified documents to DMV
when a motor vehicle is transferred or its registration expires or is not renewed, and
authorizes the DMV commissioner to establish procedures for cancelling such
registrations

By law, a motor vehicle’s registration expires when the vehicle’s
ownership transfers. Current law requires the transferor to return to
the DMV commissioner, within 24 hours of the vehicle’s transfer, the
registration certificate, license plates, and a specified written notice
about the transfer. The bill eliminates this requirement and instead
requires the commissioner to enter the registration’s expiration in
DMV’s records when the (1) transferor cancels his or her registration
for the vehicle, according to procedures established by the
commissioner, or (2) transferee reregisters the vehicle with DMV,

whichever comes first.

The bill also allows, rather than requires, owners who do not
reregister their vehicles at the end of a registration period to return
their license plates to the commissioner. Under current law, they must
return the plates within 10 days after the registration period ends. The

bill instead requires such owners to cancel their registrations,
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according to procedures established by the commissioner, within this
10 day period.

885 & 6 — SECOND YEAR REGISTRATION REFUNDS

Eliminates partial refunds for cancelling a registration with more than one year remaining
before it expires

The bill eliminates the requirement that the DMV commissioner
refund half of the registration fee for motor vehicles and campers if the
license plates and registration certificate are returned with at least one

year remaining before the registration expires.

It also eliminates obsolete provisions and makes technical and
conforming changes.

§ 7 — TECHNICAL CHANGES

Makes numerous technical and conforming changes

The bill makes numerous technical and conforming changes to the
definition of “motor vehicle receipts” for the purposes of the Special
Transportation Fund (STF) revenue, eliminating obsolete provisions

and correcting internal references, among other things.

§ 8 — ADDITIONS TO PROPERTY OF CAR DEALERS AND CAR
REPAIRERS

Allows a licensed dealer or repairer to add abutting land, rather than adjacent land, to its
place of business without obtaining a certificate of approval from local officials and an
additional license from DMV

By law, new car dealers, used car dealers, and car repairers must get
a license for each location where they conduct business. To be issued a
license, dealers and repairers must obtain a certificate of approval for
their location from the local zoning authority and other local officials
(CGS § 14-54).

Under current law, licensees can add buildings and adjacent
property to an existing licensed location without obtaining local
approval and an additional license. The bill instead allows them to add
abutting property, rather than adjacent property

As under existing law, the DMV commissioner may require

sHB5312 / File No. 242 34



sHB5312 File No. 242

licensees who add such buildings or property to provide evidence that

doing so complies with local zoning and building requirements.

88 10 & 12 — DEALER AND REPAIRER ELECTRONIC RECORDS

Makes it an infraction for dealers and repairers to fail to produce electronic records upon
DMV'’s request; allows repairers that operate wrecker services to maintain records
electronically

By law, the DMV commissioner may allow licensed motor vehicle
dealers and repairers to maintain required records electronically. Upon
DMV’s request, such dealers and repairers must produce the records,
in written format, during their business hours on the day of DMV’s
request. The bill makes a dealer’s or repairer’s failure to do so an
infraction (see BACKGROUND).

It also allows motor vehicle repairs who operate a wrecker service to
maintain required records electronically. Existing law already allows

motor vehicle dealers who operate wrecker services to do so.

§ 13 — LICENSE REVOCATION REVERSAL OR REDUCTION

Specifies and adds to the evidence a person whose license for DUI has been revoked must
provide to the DMV commissioner to have the revocation reversed or reduced

The bill specifies and adds to the evidence that a person whose
license has been revoked for driving under the influence three or more
times within 10 years must provide to DMV in order to have the
revocation reversed or reduced. By law, two years must have elapsed

since the license revocation.

Under current law, a person seeking to have his or her license
revocation reversed or reduced must provide proof that he or she (1)
successfully completed an alcohol education and treatment program
and (2) has not been convicted of any offense related to alcohol,
controlled substances, or drugs within the last two years.

The bill specifies that the required education and treatment program
must be successfully completed after the most recent conviction or
privilege suspension for an offense related to alcohol, controlled
substances, or drugs. It also allows a drug education and treatment
program to fulfill the education and treatment requirement.
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Additionally, the bill requires the person to provide proof that he or
she has not (1) operated a motor vehicle during the last two years and
(2) had his or her driving privileges suspended due to any alcohol,
controlled substance, or drug offenses. (By law, a person with a
revoked license may receive additional operating privilege
suspensions if they drive and commit a violation for which the penalty
is suspension.)

§ 14 — LICENSE SUSPENSION FOR MINORS CONVICTED OF
CERTAIN OFFENSES

Broadens who may be subject to laws related to license suspension or delay in issuing a
new license

The bill specifies that certain offenses involving a person under age
21 are based on his or her age at the date of conviction. These offenses
are for (1) using another person’s driver’s license to obtain alcohol, (2)
possessing alcohol on a public street or highway, (3) possessing less
than one-half ounce of marijuana, or (4) certain drug paraphernalia
offenses related to such possession. The bill expands the category of
individuals subject to license suspension to include drivers who were
under age 21 at the time of the violation, rather than just those
violators who are currently under age 21. (As under current law, the

length of the suspension varies depending on the circumstances.)

Current law also prohibits the commissioner from issuing a new
license for 150 days after the applicant meets all licensing requirements
if the applicant is under age 21 and was convicted of any of the above
offenses or (1) attempting to purchase, or lying to procure, alcohol; (2)
possessing alcohol in a public or private location; or (3)
misrepresenting age or engaging in other deceit to procure a state-
issued identity card. The bill specifies that this restriction on issuing
new licenses applies if the applicant was under age 21 at the time of
the offense.

§ 15 — DOCUMENTS FOR VEHICLE RESALE

Modifies the documents that a dealer must submit to the commissioner when it buys a
vehicle for resale or transfers a vehicle
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Under current law, if a dealer buys a vehicle for resale and (1)
obtains the title from the owner or lienholder or (2) submits a title
application, the dealer does not need to submit the title to the
commissioner. Under the bill, if the dealer submits the title application,
it must additionally submit a commissioner-prescribed ownership
transfer document. If the dealer submits the application and transfer
document to DMV, it may resell the vehicle without sending the title
certificate or application and transfer document to the commissioner
(see COMMENT).

As under current law, upon transferring the vehicle to another
person, other than by creating a security interest, the dealer must
promptly execute the assignment and warranty of title by a dealer.
Current law requires the dealer in such circumstances to (1) provide
certain information on the title or as the commissioner prescribes and
(2) mail or deliver the title or statement to the commissioner with the
application for a new title. The bill instead requires the dealer to
provide the information on the title or the above-referenced
application and ownership transfer document. The bill requires these
documents to include the name of each transferee if there is more than
one and the dealer to mail the title or the form and transfer document

to the commissioner with the title application.

88 16 & 20 — SCHOOL BUS CARRIERS

Among other things, reduces the time carriers have to remove a bus driver whose license
has been suspended and eliminates a requirement that DMV takes steps to ensure carriers
are reviewing suspended license reports

Suspended Driver Report

By law, DMV must periodically provide to school districts and
school bus companies (i.e., carriers) a report listing the names and
driver’s license numbers of each public passenger endorsement holder
whose license or endorsement has been suspended or revoked. Under
current law, carriers must review DMV’s report at least twice per
month. Under the bill, they must do so at least once during the first

and third week of each month.

The bill eliminates the requirements that PA 17-68 (§ 15) placed on
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DMV to ensure that that each carrier is reviewing the report, including
(1) random compliance audits of carriers to determine if they are
reviewing the report, (2) maintaining a record of each time a carrier
reviewed the report in the prior two years and, (3) making the record

publicly available upon request.

Removal of Suspended Drivers

The law requires carriers to prohibit any employee listed on DMV’s
report from driving a school bus or student transportation vehicle.
Current law requires that they do so within 48 hours after reviewing
the report; the bill instead requires them to take immediate action after

such review.

Existing law, unchanged by the bill, imposes civil penalties on
carriers who fail to remove drivers as the law requires. The penalty is
$2,500 for a first violation and $5,000 for each subsequent violation, but
the DMV commissioner may reduce the penalty upon appropriate

justification.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The elimination of the requirement that DMV

ensure carriers review such reports is effective upon passage.

§ 17 — WARNINGS FOR PASSING SCHOOL BUS

Eliminates the explicit statutory authority to issue a warning to drivers who pass a
stopped school bus

By law, drivers must stop at least 10 feet away from a school bus
that is stopped and displaying flashing red lights. Drivers who fail to
do so face (1) a fine of $450 for a first offense and (2) for a second
offense, a fine between $500 and $1,000, up to 30 days in jail, or both.

Under current law, after receiving a school bus driver’s report or
video evidence from a school bus violation detection system of a driver
violating this law, a police officer must issue a summons or a written
warning to the vehicle’s owner. The bill instead requires that the police
officer issue a summons by eliminating the officer’s authority to issue

warnings.
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§ 18 — NOTICE OF AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE POLICY
ADDITIONS TO DMV

Authorizes the DMV commissioner to require automobile insurers to notify him of any
policies they add each month, which he may already do for policy cancellations

The bill authorizes the DMV commissioner to require automobile
insurers to notify him of any policies they add each preceding month.
Existing law already allows him to so for policy cancellations. Under
the bill, the notice must include the same information for policy
additions as current law requires for cancellations (i.e., the insured’s
name, policy number, vehicle identification number, and effective
date).

The bill requires the commissioner to accept, review, and analyze
the policy addition data, just as he must already do for policy
cancellation data.

EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2018

§ 19 — INFORMATION PROVIDED TO TAX ASSESSORS ON OUT-
OF-STATE REGISTRATIONS

Eliminates a (1) procedure by which municipal tax assessors and the DMV commissioner
share information on vehicles that are subject to property tax in Connecticut but
registered in other states and (2) requirement that municipalities remit 1% of the property
tax collected on such vehicles to the Special Transportation Fund (STF)

The bill eliminates a (1) procedure through which municipal tax
assessors and the DMV commissioner share information on vehicles
that are subject to property tax in Connecticut but registered in other
states and (2) requirement that municipalities remit 1% of the property

tax collected on such vehicles to the Special Transportation Fund.
Under current law, this procedure requires:

1. municipal tax assessors to make reasonable efforts to provide to
the DMV commissioner information on any motor vehicle they
determine is taxable but registered out-of-state;

2. the DMV commissioner, after receiving the information on a
vehicle’s out-of-state registration, to make a reasonable effort to
provide the assessor with the vehicle’s make and model, model
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year, and identification number, and the registered owner's

name and mailing address;

3. municipal tax assessors to determine the vehicle’s value (if the
information DMV provided is sufficient to do so) and add it to
the grand list for the immediately preceding assessment year;
and

4. municipalities to remit to the STF 1% of any property taxes
collected for such vehicles to fund administrative costs

associated with registering these out-of-state vehicles.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

§ 21 — PROHIBITION OF PRIVATE PARKING CITATIONS

Prohibits private property owners and lessees from issuing parking tickets

The bill prohibits private property owners and lessees, or their
agents, from issuing, to owners of vehicles parked on their property,
parking citations to impose monetary sanctions, including by written

warning, posted signs, or any other means.

Existing law, unchanged by the bill, allows private property owners
and lessees to tow or render immovable (i.e., “boot”) unauthorized

vehicles left on their property.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2018

§ 22 — AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE FOR ENTERING A VEHICLE TO
REMOVE AN ANIMAL

Under certain circumstances, provides an affirmative defense against civil damage or
criminal penalties to a person who enters a vehicle to remove an animal

Under certain circumstances, the bill provides an affirmative
defense against civil damage or criminal penalties to a person who
enters a passenger motor vehicle, including forcibly, to remove an
animal. As is the case when entering the vehicle to remove a child, in
order for the individual to have an affirmative defense for removing an

animal, he or she must:
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1. reasonably believe, at the time of entry, that entering the vehicle
is necessary to remove the animal from imminent danger of

serious bodily injury;

2. use no more force than reasonably necessary, under the

circumstances the person knows at the time, to enter the vehicle;

3. report the entry and related circumstances to a law enforcement
or public safety agency within a reasonable time after entering

the vehicle; and

4. take reasonable steps to ensure the animal’s safety, health, and

well-being after removing the animal from the vehicle.

As is the case for the affirmative defense under existing law for
removing a child from a passenger vehicle, (1) the defense is in
addition to defenses or immunities available under federal, state, or
common law but does not apply to acts or omissions constituting
gross, willful, or wanton negligence and (2) a person may still be liable
for civil damages if he or she attempts to provide aid to the animal in

addition to the actions the bill authorizes.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2018

BACKGROUND
Infractions

Infractions are punishable by fines, usually set by Superior Court
judges, of between $35 and $90, plus a $20 or $35 surcharge and an
additional fee based on the amount of the fine. There may be other
added charges depending upon the type of infraction. An infraction is
not a crime, and violators can pay the fine by mail without making a

court appearance.

Related Bill

sHB 5313, favorably reported by the Transportation Committee,
makes the same technical changes to the definition of “motor vehicle
receipts.”
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COMMENT

Conflicting provisions in §15
Conflicting Provisions

The bill contains a conflicting provision. Under the bill, if a dealer
buys a vehicle and has submitted a title application and an ownership
transfer document to DMV, the dealer may resell the vehicle without

submitting the title certificate or the application and transfer document
to DMV.

COMMITTEE ACTION

Transportation Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 35 Nay 1 (03/23/2018)
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